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The Annual Meeting of Hope Lutheran Church will be Sunday, 
January 22 2012, at 1:30 p.m.  All confirmed members of Hope 
Lutheran Church are encouraged to attend .  The agenda will 
include the 2012 budget presentation. 
 
Thank you to all the members of the Church Council and to 
all committee members for your faithful service in 2011.  
Some will continue on; others have finished their term of 
office.  Each and every one of you are greatly appreciated. 

 
The Church Council members for  2011 were: 

 
Loren Koepsell-President 

Ron Keenihan-Vice President 
Shannon Schumacher-Secretary 

Steve Anderson–Treasurer 
Dorothy Ecker-Financial Secretary 

Nancy Coleman /Bev Alexander 
Adult Activities 

-Budget  
Duane Lund-Church in Society 

Linda Koepsell-Education 
Scott Denney/Mark Smither -Evangelism 

Joe Fee-Property Management 
Lora DeWald-Stewardship 

Lois Toboll /Arlene Smedsrud 
WELCA 

Tom Krause-Worship 
Rhonda Denney-Youth 



COFFEE B/T SERVICES 
 

Each month a committee is responsible  

for preparing coffee and snacks between  

services.   The following is the monthly  

schedule for the next six months. 
 
  

January  Evangelism 

February  Boy Scouts 

March  Church in Society 

April  Youth 

May  Altar Guild 

June  Worship 

 

 
CALL COMMITTEE TO BE  

ORGANIZED 
In accordance with the Constitution and By-
laws of Hope Lutheran, a process has been 
established to set up a Call Committee for 
the calling of a new pastor to Hope Lu-
theran: 
 

 1. Individuals interested in serving on 
the five( 5) member  Call Committee 
or wishing to nominate someone  
should contact Shannon Schmacher, 
Council secretary, by Sunday, Janu-
ary 8. She can be contacted at 759-
0469 or 1704 South Sherman Ave., 
Sioux Falls,57105 or sha-
muschu@sio.midco.net 

2. Names submitted will be considered 
at the January 9 Council meeting and 
five( 5) names selected. 

 

3. The names recommended by the 
Council will be brought to the Janu-
ary 22, 1:30 p.m. Annual Meeting to 
be ratified by the congregation.  The 
Call Committee will have responsi-
bility for interviewing prospective 
candidates and bringing a recom-
mended pastor to the congregation 
for call. 
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FINANCIAL UPDATE 
November 30, 2011 
 

This Year           Budget       Actual 

YTD General Giving  $254025      $221214 

General Expenses     $289786      $262782 

BY THE NUMBERS 
 

OFFERINGS 
Nov. 27 General                             $2130.00 

              Capital Needs                     120.00 

Dec. 04 General                            $4743.00 

             Capital Needs                       0.00 

Dec. 11 General                            $4442.00 

              Capital Needs                     115.00 

Dec. 18 General                            $2993.00          

 Capital Needs                       40.00 

GIFT GIVEN IN HONOR OF: 

IONE WIRTH TO THE INDESCRIBABLE GIFT  
CAMPAIGN  (MORTGAGE) 

ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS  

Christmas Giving Tree   
 

Thank you to everyone who donated 
Giving Tree gifts in December.  Chil-
drenôs Inn, KIDSTOP (an afterschool 
program for children in low-income fami-
lies), HopeCare, Bethany Lutheran 
Home, and families with a Hope connec-
tion were all served by your gifts.  Your 
generosity in sharing will bless many. 

mailto:shamuschu@sio.midco.net
mailto:shamuschu@sio.midco.net
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Happy 2012 from 

Hope Care!! 
 

We are excited to an-
nounce that we are starting the year with 
some new families and new staff!  In our 
nursery, we would like to welcome Sam-
uel and Brianna.  They have both been a 
blessing to the Hope Care family and the 
staff is just in love with them! 

Along with the new addition to the 
nursery, we have made some staffing 
changes.  Amy, who previously worked 
with the 2 year olds, moved into the 
nursery to help Page.  Kelsie has be-
come the lead 1 year old teacher and 
Lyndsey moved to the 2 year old room to 
help Teresa.  We also have a new em-
ployee! Rachel has had lots of experi-
ence working with children and we are 
excited to have her. 

We would like to thank ALL of the 
families that donated to Hope Care dur-
ing the holiday season!  We are so 
grateful to have such an awesome sup-
port system!   

Throughout December, the chil-
dren enjoyed celebrating the Holiday 
season.  They talked about the true 
meaning of Christmas and did many 
holiday projects.  We concluded with a 
Christmas party that all of the parents 
were invited to celebrate with us! 

We look forward to the New Year 
and continued quality child care for all of 
our families!            Karli Narum Director 

Hope Care wishes everyone 

a great 2012! 

HOPE CARE NEWSHOPE CARE NEWS  

The books for the first three months of 
2012 have been selected.  You are in for 
a treat on these long cold winter eve-
nings.  The group will continue to meet 
in the church library, on the second 
Tuesday of the month at 7 pm.  Every-
one is welcome.  Just show up. 
 

January 10  -  Astrid and Veronika   by 
Linda Olsson 
Two women, one whose life is only partly 
lived and one whose life is coming to an 
end help each other close one chapter of 
their lives and open another. 
 

February 14  -  The Whistling Season  
by Ivan Doig     
Set in rural Montana.  A widowed father 
of three boys answers an ad from a 
widow in Mpls, and, therein the story be-
gins. 

               

March 13  -    Still Alice  by 
Lisa Genova 
A story about a 50 year-old 
womanôs sudden descent 
into early onset  Alzheimerôs 
disease. 

 
 
 
 
 
We will be offering a beginners computer 
class soon.  Laura Anderson will be teach-
ing classes for those who have never 
touched a computer keyboard or mouse 
before.  Would you like to see how the ba-
sic principals work, to actually manipulate 
the mouse, in a non-threatening group?  
Join us!  Watch for more information in the 
bulletin... 

BOOK CLUB 2012BOOK CLUB 2012  



FROM THE PASTOR 
 

A NEW BEGINNING…… 
 

During these remaining days of Christmas, our attention is drawn to the holy family of Je-
sus, Mary and Joseph. But, we too, are Godôs children and part of a holy family, set apart 
through the water of our baptism. So, as we end 2011 and begin 2012, let us continue to 
pray that the Holy Spirit will guide and direct our congregational family during this time of 
preparation for the calling of a new pastor. Especially remember the Congregation Council  
as they select the Call Committee this month and the Committee as it begins itôs work after 
the January 22 Annual Meeting. 
 

We continue in the Christmas season a few more days until January 6, the Epiphany of 
Our Lord. During the days of Christmas, the birth of Jesus Christ reveals him to the Jewish 
community of Bethlehem and surrounding area, but soon Christ is made know to a wider 
world.  We commemorate this Epiphany (meaning ñmaking knownò) with the arrival of the 
wise men from the East who have traveled to honor the one whose star has appeared in 
the night sky.  The wise men were most likely astrologers who came from an area that we 
know today as Iran or Iraq.  And their coming to the Christ child was a revelation of Godôs 
only son beyond the Jewish world. 
 

The Epiphany of Our Lord brings the twelve days of Christmas to an end and begins a 
new season that will focus on Godôs revelation in Jesus Christ.  It begins on Sunday, 
January 8 with the baptism of Christ by John the Baptist followed  by the season of Epiph-
any up to the beginning of Lent on Ash Wednesday, February 22. The Lenten season con-
tinues until Easter Sunday, April 8. 
 

A letter was sent to all member families on December 14. It was an expression of thanks 
to those who had returned their 2012 commitment and an encouragement to others to 
please do so as soon as possible. In updating the membership, there are 180 families at 
Hope. To date 99(55%) commitment cards have been received for Hopeôs 2012 mission 
totaling $167,450. It is projected that the congregationôs ministry needs, including the call-
ing of a fulltime pastor, will be approximately $250,000. Hopefully, all who claim member-
ship at Hope Lutheran will respond from the heart to help meet their congregationôs minis-
try commitments as they are able and blessed. 
 

Thank you, too, for your attendance at worship, participation in Holy Communion, and us-
ing your time and abilities for Christôs mission through this faith community.  May you have 
a blessed New Year! 
Bruce M. Williams, Interim Senior Pastor 
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THANK YOU FROM THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 
 

On behalf of all of us at Grace PCA, I just want to convey our sincere gratitude for your 
willingness to let us use your church these last few months.  God has blessed us with 
our own space, but we will always be grateful for your help and support!  Blessings, 
Dave Boer, Grace PCA  (Living Water Church) 

THE FAMILY OF HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH WELCOME  
 

EMBER BARTELS   GERDA HOLDERIED  SCOTT TILLEMA   
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ADULT EDUCATION NEWS  

  
6 week Sunday Bible Class  
January 8 through February 12 

Meet in the Fireside Room/Library following worship at 10:10 am 
  

"Fire on the Mountain" by Ray VanderLaan 
This DVD based study is about the Israelite people who find themselves in the desert after they 

were led out of Egypt. 
  

Led by Lois Toboll and Arlene Smedsrud 
No sign up required.  Join us as your schedule permits. 

  
6 week  Tuesday morning Women's Bible Study  

January 10 through February 14 
Meet in the Fireside Room/Library from 9:30 to 11:00 am 

  
"On the Promised Land" by Ray VanderLaan 

Learn how and where people lived in Bible times in this DVD based study. 
"Magdalena, Released from Shame."  This DVD study shows us a woman who suffered from a 

shameful condition but has her life changed when she meets and follows Jesus. 
  

Led by Arlene Smedsrud 
No sign up required.  Join us as your  

schedule permits.  

Education News  
 

Sunday School begins on January 8
th
 at 10:10, following worship. 

 
High and Middle School  
Loren Koepsell will be teaching a 4 week series entitled Excellence in Ethics: 
  Choose Your Attitude 
  Character Traits for Making Good Decisions 
  Ethics Under Pressure 
  Responsibility to Act with Honesty and Integrity 
 
Elementary  
Rotation curriculum 
 
Pre-School  
Brenda Loftessness will be using the Spark Spring Curriculum. 
Shannon Schumacher will be the music leader. 
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Hope Lutheran Church Council         Monday, December 12, 2011        7:00PM Conference Room 
 

Present: Pastor Bruce Williams, Loren Koepsell, Ron Keenihan, Dorothy Ecker, Steve Anderson, 
Tom Krause, Duane Lund, Lois Toboll, Arlene Smedsrud, Nancy Coleman, Rhonda Denney, Linda 
Koepsell, Mark Smither, Joe Fee, Shannon Schumacher 
 

Dorothy led devotions and prayer to open the meeting. Shannon will lead devotions next meeting. 
 

Steve moved and Rhonda seconded approval of the agenda. Motion carried. 
 

Joe moved approval of the November 14, 2011 minutes. Ron seconded and the motion carried. 
 

In the Pastorôs Report, Pastor Bruce highlighted that three members were welcomed into the con-
gregation Sunday, December 11. Scott Tillema, Ember Bartels and Gerda Holderied were re-
ceived that day. Pastor convened a meeting of the Nomination Committee and they have begun 
their work to fill positions for 2012. Current Hope membership stands at 179 households. Pastor 
also shared letters and announcements from various organizations with council members. 
 

Shannon nominated Ron to the Nominating Committee. Dorothy seconded and the nomination 
was approved. Tom nominated Ben Schumacher to the Worship Committee and Ron seconded. 
Nomination was approved. 
 

In the Treasurerôs Report Steve informed members that November saw a $6,851 general fund 
deficit. Steve was happy to report that HopeCARE is doing well enough to reimburse the church 
for $16,961 in expenses that the church had covered in 2011. HopeCARE has proposed a budget 
for 2012 that covers all cleaning, utilities and insurance on the south building, as well as gas for 
the bus, a $100/month bus maintenance stipend and meals. This would make HopeCARE pretty 
much budget neutral to Hope Lutheran Church next year. Steve also presented a 2012 budget to 
the council. The budget assumes a full time pastor on staff for 8 months and current pastoral staff 
for 4 months. Ron moved and Nancy seconded approval of the Treasurerôs Report. Motion carried. 
 

Arlene and Lois, as co-chairs of WELCA presented a proposal to install a stained glass window on 
the center, inside entry way door. They had a quote from Dakota Stained Glass for painted opaque 
glass, in amber and bronze colors, to be applied to the existing window. WELCA proposes that  
$1,785 be paid out of a WELCA memorial and the balance of $2,275 be requested through the En-
dowment Fund. The quote was for $4,000 plus tax.  

Youth Ministry News 
 
December was a busy month for the youth and we look forward to January being the 

same. Over the course of January the youth will be ñdivingò into Old Testament prophets, includ-
ing Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Hosea. During the past few months the youth have been focusing on 
learning about the Holy Spirit, so it will be an dynamite change to see how the promised Prince 
of Peace led to the ñCounselorò we know today. As always, we pray that the Lord guides your 
hearts and minds closer to Him. 

 

As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without water-
ing the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for 
the eater,  so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will 

accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 
~Isaiah 55:10-11 (NIV 2011) 

 
A detailed listing of Youth events for January can be found on the Youth bulletin board. 
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The group expressed that they thought it would enhance the entrance to the church. Ron moved 
and Dorothy seconded approval of this proposal. Steve recommended that once installed the win-
dow should be added to the insurance policy. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Stewardship: Lora reported good participation in the Stewardship drive over the last month. 91 com-
mitment cards have been returned and a second letter is going out to thank those who have re-
sponded, ask for a response from those who have not and ask all confirmed members to fill out time 
and talent surveys. 
 

WELCA and Adult Activities: Lois, Arlene and Nancy reported that the annual WELCA brunch in-
vited Adult Activities to join and it was a resounding success. $257 in offering was donated to the 
Banquet from this event. 
 

Youth: Rhonda thanked all in the congregation who assisted in making the turkey supper a success. 
About 400 meals were served which will result in about $600 going to the Hope youth group and the 
Boy Scouts. Mark, on behalf of the Boy Scout troop also said ñthank you!ò Rhonda also reported the 
Meredith Lind will stay on as Youth Coordinator. Meredith recently completed her college degree 
and has a teaching position with the Sioux Falls School District. 
Education: The ñgiving treeò has been well received and donations will be distributed before Christ-
mas. Sunday School students also put together gifts of cookie and soup mixes for donation. Linda 
noted appreciation to Linda Lund for allowing the preschool students to participate in the service of 
lessons and carols. The full spring education schedule will be coming out soon. 
Evangelism: Mark asked that all members be aware of and welcoming to new faces over Christmas. 
Also, Evangelism requests that members remember to fill out and pass down the attendance pads. 
 

Worship: Tom reported that following the usher/greeter meeting 49 ushers and many greeters volun-
teered for 2012. The complete schedule for the year has been made. 
Property: Joe reported that he is still working on the doors and has had the locks changed on the 
audio/video boards. He reminded that groups that need that equipment for special events plan 
ahead to get microphones, etc. 
 

Pastor asked for clarification of the percentages of benevolence given to the synod and to Church in 
Society to distribute. Some confusion regarding the ñPastorôs Fundò previously known as the 
ñDeaconôs Fundò, dollars available for congregation members in need, had arisen. Of the dollars not 
designated to ñHope onlyò, 75% goes to the South Dakota ELCA synod and 25% to Church in Soci-
ety for distribution. Council asked that budget make a suggestion about the ñPastorôs Fundò. 
 

Constitution Task Force Report:  Lora and Loren reported that the group had completed its work and 
the complete document would be out to the congregation at least 30 days before the annual meeting 
as required by the current constitution. A cover letter will explain the need to revise, highlight impor-
tant changes and provide guidance as to the layout of the document. 
 

In the process of preparing for the next pastoral call, a forum will be held December 18
th
 after 

church. Therese, Pastor Bruce and the officers of the congregation are compiling the Ministry Site 
Profile, but the officers would like input from all members. An online survey, as well as paper for 
those who feel more comfortable with that method, will be going out soon. Executive Committee will 
tabulate and fill out the site survey and bring it to the January council meeting. Loren reminded the 
council that at the January meeting council will be asked to prepare a roster of 5 people for the Call 
Committee, which will be submitted for ratification at the annual meeting. 
 

Meeting adjourned with the Lordôs Prayer.               
 

Respectfully submitted,   Shannon Schumacher 
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Hope Lutheran Staff 
 

605-332-2531   www.hopesf.org 
 

 

Senior Pastor Bruce Williams     x 205 bwilliams@hopesf.org 

 

Visitation Pastor Norris Einertson    x 207 neinertson@hopesf.org 

 

Office Coordinator   Therese Carter     x 202 tcarter@hopesf.org 

 

Music Coordinator Linda Lund           x 204 llund@hopesf.org 

 

Youth Coordinator Meredith Lind hopeyouthsf@gmail.com 

 

HopeCare Director Karli Narum         367-1108 knarum@hopesf.org 


